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Exhibit Hours—Free Admission
Saturdays, Nov 18—Dec 16th, 11:00 am—3:00 pm
Sundays, Nov 19—Dec 17th, 11:00 am—3:00 pm

Santa will make a special appearance
on Dec 9th & 10th

For more information call
763-521-0120 or
Visit: www.fridleyhistoricalsociety.org
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Fridley Historical Society
Board & Committees
The Board of Directors meets at the
History Center on the first Thursday
of every month at 4:30 p.m.
Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Dorothy Gargaro
Mary Ann Hoffman
Lori Greiner
Judy Anderson

Other Board Members
Pete Bonesteel
Mary Sue Meyers
Allen Taylor
Committees & Chairpersons
Members interested in attending a
committee meeting, please call the
Chair to confirm time and date.

Upcoming Events
All events are at the Fridley History Center unless otherwise indicated.

Festival Of Trees Exhibit
Saturdays, November 18th through December 16th
11:00 am—3:00 pm
Sundays, November 19th through December 17th
11:00 am—3:00 pm
Kindergarten Art Fair
Saturday December 9th
11:00 am —3:00 pm
Santa Clause Appearance
Saturday and Sunday December 9th and 10th
11:00 am —3:00 pm
Board Meeting
Thursday December 7th 4:30 pm

Archives and Exhibits
Mark Bonesteel — 763-331-1885
City & Family History
Dorothy Gargaro — 763-792-1080
Finance
Judy Anderson — 763-767-2566
Fundraising
Open —
Maintenance Committee
Allen Taylor – 763-422-3878
Rick and Teresa Hitt 763-571-6310
Membership
Mary Ann Hoffman—763-780-5911
Newsletter Editor
Lori Greiner — 612-963-1485
Programs & Events
Mary Sue Meyers — 763-717-7987

Bring your whole family to enjoy
the Festival of Trees Exhibit.
Our exhibit will include some large trees, some small ones.
Some of them will be heritage trees like Nordic, Italian, German,
Swedish, Finnish, USA, and Fridley.
Other trees will be decorated with a theme like the Charlie Brown
tree, Peace on Earth, Gratitude/Past, Barbie, Pioneer, Classroom, and
Boys & Girls Scouts. Some of the trees will also have vignettes as
part of their exhibit.
On December 9th we’ll have the Kindergarten Art Fair with over 100
works of art displayed which will be a lovely addition to our Festival
of Trees exhibit. On that same weekend, both Saturday and Sunday,
Santa will be there handing out treats and visiting with the kids.
And as always, there will be music and treats for all.

If you would like to volunteer, please call us
at the history center!
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Saturday November 4th, 2017

Congratulations to the 2017 inductees to the Fridley Hall of Fame. The purpose of the hall of fame is to recognize and honor those individuals who, through dedication, work, and accomplishment, have contributed most significantly to the growth and success of the City of
Fridley. The event chair was Mary Sue Meyers and the emcee was Mayor Scott Lund. A special thank you is extended to John Fitzpatrick
for his contributions to making the event a success. Thanks is also extended to Robert Christenson for speaking about the Hall of Fame
history and providing the below pictures.

Group picture of inductees or their representatives.

Mayor Lund and Mary Sue Meyers present
Oliver Erickson’s award to daughter Susan Thompson.

The award is presented to David Kondrick.

Donovan Abbott accepts the award.

Robert Christenson accepting the award on behalf of
John Banfill.

Presentation of award to Ron and Karla Ackerman.
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Fridley Historical Society Hall of Fame Induction-Additional Photos

Table 16

Table 7
The luncheon feast!

Ackerman table

Ackerman table

2017 Annual Business Meeting and Potluck Supper
On Monday October 9th, the Fridley Historical Society hosted the annual business meeting. Board members gave reports on the
previous year’s events and projects, and goals for the upcoming year. As always, we welcome additional volunteers. Please contact the
history center at 763-571-0120 if you would like to inquire about volunteer opportunities.

The maintenance report was
delivered by Allen Taylor.

President Dorothy gave
the opening address.

Mary Sue spoke on programs
and events.

Mary Ann Hoffman gave the membership
update.

Mark Bonesteel updated
on archives.
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Thursday October 5th, 2017

Present: Mary Ann Hoffman, Mary Sue Meyers, Judy Anderson, Allen Taylor, Mark Bonesteel, Dorothy Gargaro
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 P.M., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mark Bonesteel got “high fives” and rave reviews for all his work in building the display cases and carefully displaying many police &
firemen’s uniforms on Mannequins and many other related artifacts. Everyone agreed it is an awesome new exhibit!
Approval of the September 7th minutes was tabled in absence of our secretary.
Judy Anderson handed out the a couple sheets of financial information and she gave her report. It was moved and seconded to approve
as written and motion was passed.
Mary Sue Meyers reported on the upcoming Fridley Hall of Fame induction & luncheon, saying that the event will be held at the Fireside
Room at the FCC on November 4. The inductees are Don Abbott, Ron & Karla Ackerman, John Banfill, Oliver Erickson, and David
Kondrick.
Al Taylor reported that he, his son, Jacob, Marty Lueders and Rick Hitt, trimmed the bushes, and everyone had noticed how much better
they looked. Thanks, Guys! Al also said he’s been looking at paint for the entry way and for a solution for re-hanging the Hall of Fame
Plaques. Thanks to muscle men, Tom & Mark for getting the huge old TV out of the history center.
Mark Bonesteel gave a report saying he had changed his plans for using the office for the military exhibit as the doorways are too narrow
for wheelchairs. He’s planning on creating the exhibit in the classroom next to the police & fire exhibit.
During a discussion regarding the Unity Hospital record storage, there were more questions than answers about storing them at the Fridley History Center, so it was decided that Dorothy would ask Gerry Maekelberg to come back to our next board meeting.
Mary Ann Hoffman gave an update on Fridley’s Home & Garden Tour next summer. The date of the event is Sunday, July 22nd; more
information to follow.
Coffee with the Cops at the Fridley History Center will be sometime in the spring as Mark Bonesteel has asked the police department to
add us to their schedule.
Dorothy reported that THANKS to Bill Beery, we have a new U.S. flag and a Minnesota flag!
The Festival of Trees will have its grand opening on November 18th at 11:00 with live music by Olivia Ingle, the reading of a proclamation by Bob Barnette, activities for kids & treats for all! “Come light up the season at the Fridley History Center!”
The meeting was adjourned at 5:40.
Respectfully submitted by Dorothy Gargaro

Membership Update
The following have renewed their 2017 membership. A name followed by an * indicates that the membership
was accompanied with a donation up to $50, while ** indicates a donation of $50 or more.
Lori Greiner and Tom Heryla*
Deb Roberge**

The renewal form for your 2018 membership will be included in the January/February newsletter.
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Monday October 9th, 2017

Present: Mary Ann Hoffman, Lori Greiner, Mary Sue Meyers, Judy Anderson, Allen Taylor, Mark Bonesteel, Dorothy Gargaro
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.
The annual business meeting was held on October 9th 2017 at the Fridley History Center. President Dorothy Gargaro began the meeting by welcoming the crowd and giving the opening remarks. All of the board members and committee chairs gave reports on the events
of this very exciting past year.
Archives: Mark Bonesteel, a 27 year member of the history center and member of the board since May 2017, gave a recap of all of the
projects that he has been working on. He stated that in the past year he scanned 2500 Northern Pump photos and 1600 police photos.
This in an important step in preserving our visual history. Our goal is to make the photos available for review and purchase at the history
center. Since June he has been in the process of remaking the government room into a public safety room display. He purchased 10
mannequins and they will be dressed in police and fire uniforms. He custom built cabinets for the display. Once the public safety room
is completed, he will making a military display also with 3 cabinets. It will include a picture and brief history of every soldier from Fridley
that has been killed in the line of duty. We received a donation of 10 glass showcases. Once the public safety and military displays are
completed, the large room will be redone and the glass showcases will go along the wall.
Programs and Events: Mary Sue Meyers has been a member for 25 years and she currently the chair of programs and events. She stated that 2017 has been a successful year. In January we dismantled our very successful Christmas in the 1980s holiday display. On February 13th we celebrated Valentine’s Day with a pot luck dinner and bingo. On April 22nd we held our 27th annual lasagna dinner, sweepstakes, and auction. It was held at the Fridley American Legion and was catered by Marino’s. This is our main fundraiser of the year and
the money raised is critical in supporting our mission. We had 94 prizes and 12 auction items which resulted in a $2,375 profit. During
the 49er Day celebration we sponsored the Fridley City Band in a patriotic program featuring music, bagpipes, and the Fridley Fire Department ladder trucks raising a flag. In November 2016 we held our 13th annual Hall of Fame banquet. Three new members were inducted and it was a very successful event. This year were we be honoring five additional members at the community center on Saturday
November 4th. In November and December 2016 Mary Ann Hoffman chaired the Christmas in the 1980s display. This year’s holiday
display will be a Festival of Trees. The grand opening will be Saturday November 18th. It will be open every Saturday and Sunday from
11am to 3pm through December 17th. On December 9th and 10th Santa will make his appearance. This year’s kindergarten art fair will
be held on December 9th.
Treasurer Report: Judy Anderson has been the treasurer for 10 years and gave the following report. 2016 ended with a profit of $1,368
with income of $14,923 and $13,555 in expenses. As of September 30th 2017 we had $7,619 in income and $7,277 in expenses. $11,408
is held in our checking account and the investment account is $10,010 through the second quarter. Baring any major expenses we should
end the year pretty even. Each year she produces a year to year comparison of income and expenses.
Membership: Mary Ann Hoffman reported that for 2017 we have 152 members. We took in $1,463.50 in dues and $2,339.50 donations. The renewal form for 2018 will be in the January/February newsletter.
Nomination of Board Members: Two board members were nominated to new three year terms on the board. Lori Greiner was nominated, which was seconded by Mary Ann, and approved by all. Mary Sue Meyers was nominated, which was seconded by Mark Bonesteel, and approved by all.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Greiner
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Thursday November 2nd, 2017

Present: Mary Ann Hoffman, Mary Sue Meyers, Judy Anderson, Mark Bonesteel, Dorothy Gargaro, Lori Greiner
The meeting was called to order at 4:35pm.
Treasurer Report: Judy submitted the balance sheet as of October 31st, 2017 and the October profit and loss ytd comparison. Lori
made a motion to approve , seconded by Mark, and approved by all. She noted that the bill from Mickman Bros to winterize the sprinklers
would be sent to the school district.
Programs and Events: Mary Sue stated that the Hall of Fame is Saturday and the volunteers should arrive at 9:30 am to set up. 136 people have registered.
Archives and Exhibits: Mark Bonesteel gave the following updates. He is working on completing the public safety display room. The
Fridley police department donated five boxes and the parks department will donate photos after January 1st. He also receive a donated
police secretary jacket and a captain’s uniform from a captain that recently retired.
Secretary Report. The October 5th meeting minutes and October 9th annual business meeting minutes were submitted for approval.
Mary Ann made a motion to approve, seconded by Dorothy, and approved by all. The November/December newsletter will be sent to
the printer on Monday November 6th.
OLD BUSINESS:
Fridley Home and Garden Tour: The is no update at this time.
Festival of Trees Christmas Exhibit: The grand opening is Saturday November 18th at 11:00 am. Bob Barnette will give the opening proclamation.
Unity Hospital Archive Storage update: We will get an update in mid-December with a better estimate of the amount of records that need
to be stored.

Happy Thanksgiving! We look forward to seeing you again at the history center!
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Celebrating Fridley’s past
and securing its future

These books are available for purchase at the Fridley History Center.

